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its name indicates, the latter is much smaller than the other two. Both sucking lice are of about equal size. The adults are % inch long and half as wide. One has a long nose and the other a short one. The body of the long-nosed louse is thinner than that of the short-nosed variety. Both are yellowish-brown on top and blue underneath. Each has three pairs of legs. They can be seen easily with the naked eye. The biting louse is much smaller than the blood-suckers, but can be seen without a magnifying glass. The head of this louse is very blunt and red in color. The remainder of the body is almost white. Its size, shape and color distinguish it from the other two blood-suckers. It is said that the short-nosed blood-sucking louse infests older cattle while the long-nosed one favors the young stock. The biting louse does not seem to show any decided preference. It occurs on both young and old cattle.
All lice spend their entire lives on the body of the cow. They do not leave the animal body even for a short time. Lice lay eggs called nits. The nits hatch out in about two weeks and become adult lice in another two weeks. The eggs are laid on the hair of the animal host. Cattle lice do not bother other animals. They thrive best during the winter months when the hair is long. The lice select a location on the cow's body where it is hardest to be dislodged. For this reason they frequent the neck, back and head, and the inside surfaces of the legs.
All three varieties of lice irritate the animal by biting or sucking. The sucking lice dig holes in the skin before they can suck blood. This doubtless causes annoyance to the animal. When the lice are present in large numbers, scratching and rubbing is a constant symptom. The cow licks the skin and the hair may be worn off in spots. These bare spots might be mistaken easily for ringworm and, in extreme cases where the rubbing has been continuous, the skin may become raw and sores form. If it were not for the presence of the lice themselves, mange or scab might be suspected.